N  ADDRESS  on  the  History  of  62  years  of  Odd 
Fellowship  in  the  Southern  District  of  Dauphin 
County,  by  Dr.  E.  B.  Smith,  P.  G.,  before  the 

Past  Grands  Association,  on  June  29,  1903 


Our  love  of  antiquities — the  contemplation  of  days  gone  by — is  an  im¬ 
press  of  the  Deity.  In  the  well-adapted  words  of  the  annalist  Watson,  “the 
same  affection  which  makes  us  endeavor  to  peer  into  the  future,  prompts 
us  to  travel  back  to  the  hidden  events  which  transpired  before  we  existed." 
In  no  phase  of  life  does  this  apply  more  specifically  than  that  pertaining 
to  the  great  fraternity  of  which  we  are  a  part.  To  many  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  of  this  section  particulars  concerning  the  order  when  many  of  our 
ancestors  who  have  long  since  departed  w7ere  active  spirits  in  the  work  of 
the  three  mystic  links,  will  present  the  most  welcome  gifts  their  friends 
here  could  offer  them. 

The  dawn  of  Odd  Fellowship  in  the  Southern  District  of  Dauphin 
County  dates  back  to  the  year  1841,  when,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
August  of  that  year,  Harrisburg  Lodge,  No.  68,  wTas  instituted.  The  order 
at  that  time,  having  had  an  existence  in  this  state  for  a  period  approxi¬ 
mating  twenty  years,  it  can  be  readily  seen  by  the  number  of  the  lodge 
that  the  increase  of  lodges  in  those  days  was  comparatively  slow,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  fact  that  many  of  the  numerous  kindred  organizations  of  the 
present  day  did  not  then  exist.  This  lodge  is  entitled  to  a  veneration 
which  age  alone  can  give.  It  may  point  with  justifiable  pride  to  its 
interesting  history.  Among  its  members  many  reached  high  stations  in 
life, — men  whose  voices  were  heard  not  only  in  the  lodge-room,  but  in 
state  and  national  legislative  halls,  as  well, — men  of  broad  culture  and 
statesmanship.  Among  them  wTere  Janies  Buchanan,  eighteenth  President 
of  the  United  States;  General  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War  under 
Lincoln’s  administration,  afterward  United  States  Minister  to  Bussia,  and 
still  later  United  States  Senator ;  the  late  A.  J.  Herr,  for  many  years  State 
Senator  from  this  district, — and  other  eminent  men.  The  lodge  was  insti¬ 
tuted  by  John  Y.  Brown,  Grand  Master,  who  installed  the  following  ofii- 
cers:  N.  G.,  George  Y.  Ziegler;  V.  G.,  William  Good;  Secretary,  Joseph 
Pilkinton;  Treasurer,  William  Duncan.  Although  more  than  three-score 
years  have  elapsed  since  then,  covering  a  period  of  diversified  times  and 
events,  Lodge  No.  68  has  survived  them  all,  and  to-day,  though  not  strong 
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in  numbers,  has  attained  a  tenacity  of  life  that  can  result  only  from  earlier 
years  of  inherent  strength,  and  that  will  insure  for  the  organization  many 
years  of  continued  existence. 

While  the  first  lodge  was  still  in  its  infancy,  only  several  months  old, 
the  second  lodge,  State  Capital,  No.  70,  was  instituted,  the  ceremony  taking 
place  December  27,  1841,  the  Grand  Master,  John  Y.  Brown,  officiating, 
and  the  following  officers  installed:  N.  G.,  Jos.  W.  Cake;  Y.  G., 
John  McGlauchlin;  Secretary,  William  Heis;  Treasurer,  William  H.  Kep- 
ner.  This,  like  its  sister  lodge  of  a  few  months*  seniority,  has  a  history 
worthy  of  note,  and  has  done  an  incalculable  amount  of  good,  not  to  be 
measured  by  dollars  alone,  among  its  always  large  membership.  Its  place 
of  meeting  on  North  Second  street  being  the  same  for  more  than  a  gen¬ 
eration,  the  “hall  of  No.  70”  has  become  a  land-mark  of  the  city. 

Dauphin  Lodge,  No.  160,  the  third  in  the  district,  was  instituted  March 
11,  1846,  by  P.  G.  Sire  Howell  Hopkins,  who  presided  as  Grand  Master, 
and  installed  the  following  officers:  N.  G.,  Edward  A.  Lesley;  Y.  G., 
Samuel  Berry;  Secretary,  Daniel  E.  Wilt;  Treasurer,  John  Haldeman; 
Assistant  Secretary,  Levi  Wolfinger. 

This  lodge  also  has  an  uninterupted  history;  among  its  roll  of  mem¬ 
bers, — the  largest  of  any  lodge  in  the  district,— are  found  the  names  of 
many  of  the  representative  men  of  the  community; — men  prominent  in 
the  various  callings,  some  of  which  wielded  an  influence  which  was  felt 
far  beyond  the  borders  of  this  district.  It  is  the  only  lodge  in  the  district 
that  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  had  chosen  from  among  its  members 
a  Grand  Master  of  this,  the  largest  jurisdiction  of  the  order  in  the 
world. 

George  H.  Morgan,  in  his  “Annals  of  Harrisburg,”  published  in  1858, 
refers  to  the  order  as  “the  great  and  useful  fraternity,”  and  in  commenting 
upon  the  achievements  of  the  three  then  existing  lodges  in  the  city,  adds, 
“Much  good  has  resulted  from  the  operation  of  Odd  Fellowship  in 
our  midst.  Apart  from  the  other  good  offices  done  by  its  members  as  such, 
they  have  distributed  over  twenty  thousand  dollars  during  the  past  seven¬ 
teen  years,  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  distressed,  and  the  burial  of  the 
dead.”  At  this  time — 1858 — the  number  of  members,  and  the  officers  of 
the  respective  lodges  were  as  follows:  No.  68— members,  128;  N.  G.,  An¬ 
drew  Schlayer;  Y.  G.,  Andrew  Jackson  Herr;  Secretary,  Amos  W.  Young; 
Treasurer,  John  J.  Osier.  No.  70 — members,  118;  N.  G.,  Jas.  Strominger; 
Y.  G.  Thomas  Humes;  Secretary,  William  D.  Earnest;  Treasurer,  William 
T.  Bishop.  No.  160 — members,  152;  N.  G.,  Henry  Radabaugh;  Y.  G., 
George  W.  Blessing;  Secretary,  Albert  J.  Fager;  Treasurer,  Robert  A. 
Lamberton.  The  place  of  meeting  of  No.  68  and  No.  160  was  in  the 
Masonic  Hall,  afterward  known  as  the  Exchange,  which  stood  on  the  site 
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!  of  the  present  Postoffice  building.  The  meeting  place  of  No.  70  was  the 
same  then  as  nowr,  namely,  in  their  hall  on  North  Second  street. 

In  those  days  some  of  the  members  of  the  order  residing  out  of  the  city, 
in  order  to  attend  the  meetings,  were  obliged  to  travel  quite  a  distance,  in 
consequence  of  which  a  movement  was  started  by  the  members  residing 
in  and  about  Middletown,  to  organize  a  lodge  in  that  place.  After  some 
delay  the  effort  was  crowned  with  success  and  the  lodge  petitioned  for,  in- 
j  stituted  March  20,  1848.  Since  only  members  of  the  order  can  become 

(petitioners  for  a  new  lodge,  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  charter  mem¬ 
bership  was  composed  of  brothers  having  withdrawn  for  that  purpose  from 
!  the  three  lodges  then  existing  in  Harrisburg,  the  new  organization  was 
I  christened  Triune  Lodge,  No.  307,  and  has  continued  to  prosper  during  all 
the  years  that  have  passed  since  then.  The  lodge  built  and  owns  its  hall, 
which  has  been  the  place  of  meeting  for  many  years,  is  in  a  healthy  con¬ 
dition,  with  prospects  of  many  more  years  of  life. 

Then  followed  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  War,  which  the  lodges  then 
existing  bravely  survived,  but  no  new  lodges  were  organized  until  after 
peace  had  regained  her  supremacy,  after  which  the  first  new  organization 
to  be  effected  was  February  1,  1868,  when  Paxton  Lodge,  No.  621,  was 
instituted  at  Dauphin,  which  was  closely  followed  by  the  institution  of 
Linglestown  Lodge,  No.  629,  of  Linglestown,  the  latter  taking  place  April 
28,  1868.  The  first  Noble  Grand  of  the  last  named  lodge  was  the  late 
Dr.  W.  C.  Smith.  These  two  lodges  are  about  parallel  with  each  other  in 
numerical  and  financial  standing,  the  membership  of  each  being  confined 
to  a  range  within  sixty  and  eighty,  and  is  composed  of  energetic,  repre¬ 
sentative  men  of  the  community  in  which  the  lodges  are  located,  who  are 
free  from  spasmodic  movements,  are  careful  financiers,  and  in  the  main 
endeavor  to  practice  the  precepts  of  the  order  in  a  faithful  and  unpre¬ 
tentious  manner. 

The  next  lodge  instituted  was  Eintracht,  No.  660,  on  April  23,  1869. 
In  this  lodge  all  the  work  was  done  exclusively  in  the  German  language. 
The  first  Noble  Grand  (Obermeister)  was  Adam  Gembe.  Among  its  mem¬ 
bers  were  found  some  of  the  most  zealous,  prudent  and  loyal  Odd  Fellows 
in  the  district. 

The  following  year,  April  30,  1870,  Lamberton  Lodge,  No.  708,  was 
instituted,  when  John  S.  Mikle  was  installed  as  the  first  Noble  Grand.  This 
lodge  was  named  in  honor  of  Past  Grand  Master  Eobert  A.  Lamberton,  of 
No.  160,  and  in  its  day  was  one  of  the  most  influential  lodges  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  possessing  both  numerical  and  financial  strength,  until  numerous  and 
prolonged  cases  of  sickness,  with  frequent  removals  by  death  and  otherwise 
so  taxed  the  financial  resources  and  gradually  reduced  the  membership  that 
after  a  heroic  effort  on  the  part  of  a  faithful  few  to  save  the  sinking  ship. 
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and  after  an  existence  of  nearly  thirty  years,  the  lodge  in  1899  was  obliged 
to  surrender  its  charter,  and  became  defunct,  the  first  subordinate  lodge  in 
the  district  to  meet  with  such  a  fate. 

Next,  Steelton  Lodge,  No.  184,  was  instituted,  August,  1886,  by  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputy  Grand  Master,  George  J.  Buser,  who  presided  as  Grand  Master, 
the  first  Noble  Grand  being  William  A.  Middleton.  This  lodge,  the  only 
one  of  the  order  in  the  borough  of  Steelton  has  enjoyed  steady  and  unin¬ 
terrupted  growth  from  its  beginning  until  at  present  it  is  one  of  the  most 
active  and  prominent  lodges  in  the  district. 

The  next  institution  was  that  of  Peace  and  Plenty  Lodge,  No.  69,  which 
took  place  December  18,  1889,  in  Kinnard’s  Hall,  on  Broad  street,  this 
city.  Grand  Sire  James  B.  Nicholson  acting  as  Grand  Master,  in  the  after¬ 
noon  session,  while  the  regular  incumbent,  Grand  Master  David  Craft,  was 
present  and  officiated  in  the  evening.  Later,  the  lodge  removed  to  its  present 
place  of  meeting,  at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Cumberland  streets.  In  the  year 
1893,  the  German  lodge,  Eintracht,  No.  660,  deeming  an  exclusively  Ger¬ 
man  lodge  no  longer  necessary,  merged  with  Peace  and  Plenty,  thereby 
greatly  strengthening  the  latter  organization,  thus  placing  it  among  the 
most  influential  lodges  of  the  city. 

On  March  3,  1891,  City  Lodge,  No.  301,  was  instituted  by  District  Dep¬ 
uty  Grand  Master  B.  B.  Smith,  who  presided  as  Grand  Master,  when  the 
following  officers  were  installed:  N.  G.,  Frederick  C.  Maurer;  V.  G.,  H. 
L.  Bowers ;  Secretary,  D.  N.  Thomas ;  Assistant  Secretary,  David  Bricker ; 
Treasurer,  Hon.  M.  B.  Holman. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  all  the  elective  officers  then  installed  have  continued 
and  are  now  members  in  good  standing.  The  lodge  meets  every  Saturday 
evening  in  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  321  Market  street. 

Shellsville  Lodge,  No.  1080,  is  located  in  the  village  from  which  it  takes 
its  name,  near  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  county,  and  was  instituted 
February,  1894,  by  then  Deputy,  and  later  Grand  Master  Amos  Hall,  the 
first  Noble  Grand  being  William  Kline.  This  lodge,  though  small  in  mem¬ 
bership,  is  composed  of  brothers  who  are  ever  loyal  to  the  principles  of 
the  order. 

Late  in  the  year  1899  an  effort  was  made  to  revive  Lamberton  Lodge, 
No.  708,  by  some  of  the  members  who  remained  faithful  to  the  time  of 
the  dissolution  of  the  organization,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  refused  the  request 
of  the  petitioners,  whereupon  practically  the  same  brothers  petitioned  the 
Grand  body  for  a  charter  for  a  new  lodge  to  be  located  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  city.  This  petition  was  granted  and  the  new  lodge  instituted 
May  9th,  1900,  and  named  Fountain  Lodge,  No.  1120,  when  George  W. 
Lutz  was  installed  Noble  Grand.  From  the  personality  of  its  charter 
membership  the  new  lodge  could  hardly  be  regarded  any  other  than  Lam- 
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berton  Lodge  revived  under  a  new  name  and  number,  and  a  new  place  of 
meeting.  This  lodge  having  the  entire  northern  part  of  the  city  as  its 
natural  field,  is  advantageously  located,  and  under  the  influence  of  faithful 
and  tried  old  members  of  the  order,  together  with  the  new  life  that  is  con¬ 
stantly  being  infused,  the  lodge  is  assured  long-continued  prosperity  and 
usefulness,  and  as  a  factor  for  good  along  our  specific  line. 

The  following  members  have  held  the  office  of  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master:  William  Duncan,  of  No.  68;  James  B.  Ruple,  No.  70;  George  V. 
Ziegler,  No.  68;  John  J.  Clyde,  No.  70;  Robert  A.  Lamberton,  No.  160; 
Amos  W.  Young,  No.  68;  William  D.  Earnest,  No.  70;  William  F.  Schell, 
No.  660,  now  of  No.  69;  George  W.  Biester,  No.  660;  John  I.  Beggs,  No. 
160;  John  K.  Tomlinson,  No.  68;  George  J.  Buser,  No.  708,  now  of  1120; 
William  B.  Grissinger,  No.  70;  E.  B.  Smith,  No.  629,  now  of  No.  301; 
Frank  B.  Wickersham,  No.  184;  William  Kline,  No.  621;  John  H.  Hoff¬ 
man,  No.  307;  C.  W.  Myers,  No.  69;  Charles  F.  Deiker,  No.  301;  George 
H.  Roberts,  No.  184;  Thomas  B.  Wilson,  No.  160;  E.  C.  Henderson, 
No.  184. 

Among  those  who  held  the  office  of  D.  D.  G.  M.  several  have  been  promi¬ 
nently  identified  with  the  Grand  Lodge,  among  whom  was  the  late  John 
J.  Clyde,  of  No.  70,  who  at  one  time  was  a  strong  candidate  for  Grand 
Warden,  but  failed  of  election.  Another  was  the  Hon.  Robert  A.  Lam¬ 
berton,  of  No.  160,  who  was  Grand  Master  in  1857,  and  was  the  only  mem¬ 
ber  from  this  district  upon  whom  was  conferred  this,  the  highest  honor 
within  the  gift  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  His  scholarly  attainments  and  strong 
personality  made  him  one  of  the  most  magnetic  and  influential  presiding 
officers  within  the  history  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  order  in  this  city 
takes  a  justifiable  pride  in  having  given  birth  to  this  illustrious  official. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  P.  G.  M.  Lamberton  subsequently  became  the 
honored  president  of  Lehigh  Lmiversity,  and  continued  in  that  capacity 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Another  Past  D.  D.  G.  M.  who  is  worthy  of  more  than  passing  notice 
is  C.  W.  Myers,  of  No.  69,  who  was  one  of  the  three  candidates  for  Grand 
Warden  at  the  recent  election  of  Grand  Officers,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  unsuccessful  candidates  for  that  office,  for  many  years.  The  very 
large  vote  which  he  received,  coming  from  every  section  of  the  State,  indi¬ 
cates  the  favor  with  which  he  is  regarded  bv  the  members  of  the  order 
throughout  this  jurisdiction;  and  in  view  of  his  rare  ability  and  eminent 
fitness  for  the  exalted  office,  the  order  in  this  district  awaits  hopefully  the 
day  in  the  near  future,  when  the  Past  Grands  of  the  jurisdiction  shall  con¬ 
gratulate  themselves  for  having  chosen  him  as  Grand  Master. 

In  the  Patriarchal  branch  of  the  order  the  following  subordinate  encamp¬ 
ments  have  been  instituted  in  the  district:  Dauphin,  No.  10,  January  16, 
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1843 ;  Olive,  No.  56,  February  26,  1847,  and  Harrisburg,  No.  301,  May  28, 
1893,  of  this  city;  Patriarch,  No.  171,  of  Middletown;  and  Steelton,  No. 
272,  of  Steelton. 

This  district  was  once  represented  on  the  board  of  Grand  Encampment 
officers  by  Sullivan  S.  Childs,  of  No.  10,  who  held  the  office  of  Grand  Patri¬ 
arch  one  term. 

The  following  Rebeckah  Degree  lodges  have  been  instituted  in  the 
district:  Miriam  and  Susannah,  of  this  city;  Evangeline,  at  Steelton; 
Minneola,  at  Dauphin,  and  Florence,  at  Linglestown.  The  latter  two  have 
become  defunct,  while  the  others  are  still  active  and  vigorous  organizations. 
Mrs.  George  H.  Roberts,  of  Evangeline  Lodge,  is  the  present  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter’s  Deputy,  and  also  served  as  State  President  of  this  branch. 

Canton  Steelton,  No.  41,  Patriarch  Militant,  was  instituted  October  31, 
1900,  by  Gen.  Edward  C.  Deans,  Department  Commander.  This  organiza¬ 
tion  is  composed  of  Encampment  members  of  this  and  other  districts  and 
is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

The  Association  of  the  Past  Grands  of  the  Southern  District  of  Dauphin 
County  was  organized  on  December  29,  1902.  George  A.  Hollinger,  of  No. 
69,  was  elected  President.  The  stated  meetings  are  held  monthly  and 
alternate  each  month  at  one  of  the  lodge  rooms  on  the  last  meeting  night 
of  the  month.  The  Association  is  prospering  with  a  growing  membership, 
much  interest  is  manifested  at  its  meetings,  and  its  influence  for  good  is 
incalculable. 

In  summing  up  let  us  compare  the  state  of  the  order  as  it  existed  forty- 
five  years  ago,  with  that  of  the  present  time.  Then,  there  being  no  organ¬ 
izations  outside  the  city,  the  membership  numbered  398  as  against  1,114  in 
the  city  as  per  last  reports.  Then  Harrisburg  was  a  borough  ^  16,000 
inhabitants,  which  has  since  grown  to  a  city  with  a  population  upward  of 
75,000.  From  this  we  see  that  the  numerical  growth  of  the  order  has 
hardly  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  population.  Whether  this,  is  a  fact 
to  be  deplored,  or  one  to  be  commended,  is  left  to  each  individual  Odd  Fel¬ 
low  to  decide  for  himself. 

Then  there  had  been  expended  annually  during  the  preceding  §  mteen 
years,  for  the  relief  of  distress,  burial  of  the  dead,  and  care  of  orphans,  an 
amount  representing  $2.93  per  capita.  Since  then  and  at  the  present  time 
the  amount  thus  expended  annually  approximates  $8.00  per  capita.  Com¬ 
ment  along  this  line  is  self-suggestive. 

In  conclusion,  let  it  be  noted  that  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  in  this  district  has  a  noble  history;  yet  not  without  its  dark  pages — 
but  like  the  oak  of  the  forest  after  bending  beneath  the  storm,  it  rises  in¬ 
vigorated  and  strengthened  to  flourish  and  spread  more  widely  than  ever. 
When  so  much  has  been  achieved  in  the  past  with  so  small  a  beginning,  and 

with  the  sun  now  rising  higher  toward  the  meridian,  what  of  the  future? 
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